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Dear School Superintendent:  

The Erie County Department of Health (ECDOH) is aware of the increased concern regarding 
the Ebola virus. We are working closely with the New York State Department of Health and the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) to ensure we are receiving the latest 
information about this virus.  Attached is the ECDOH’s updated Health Advisory and Screening 
and Reporting sign.  The sign is an easy checklist of what to ask and how to report Ebola Virus 
Disease (EVD).  

As with any health issue, the ECDOH wants to make schools aware of the symptoms and 
protocols related to EVD. Symptoms of EVD include fever, severe headache, myalgia, vomiting, 
diarrhea, abdominal pain or unexplained hemorrhage.  Ebola spreads through person to person 
transmission through direct contact with blood or body fluids (e.g., urine, saliva, feces, vomit, 
sweat, breast milk, and semen) of a person who is ill with EVD or contact with objects that have 
been contaminated with these fluids. Ebola is not spread through the air, water, or food. Persons 
are not contagious before they are symptomatic. The incubation period is typically about one 
week, but can range from 2–21 days.    
  
The ECDOH recommends school health clinicians maintain a heightened awareness for students, 
faculty, or staff who present with symptoms consistent with EVD and who report travel to a 
country where there is widespread EVD (currently Guinea, Liberia, and Sierra Leone) in the past 
21 days or who have had contact with a person with Ebola. If there is a question regarding 
screening and reporting of EVD, please contact the Office of Epidemiology and Disease 
Surveillance at (716) 858-7697 during normal business hours and (716) 961-7898 evenings, 
weekends, and holidays.  

The safety and health of our community remains our top priority, and we are committed to 
keeping you informed as we learn more. We will continue to partner with all public health 
experts in monitoring this situation.  

Sincerely, 

 

Gale R. Burstein, MD, MPH, FAAP 
Commissioner of Health 


